
 

 WATER DEPARTMENT 
212 Locust Street, Suite A, Santa Cruz, CA 95060    831-420-5200  www.cityofsantacruz.com 

 

 

 

April 3, 2025 

 

Subject: Santa Cruz Water Department New Fire Service Backflow Device Installations 

 

The City of Santa Cruz Water Department (SCWD) is now requiring all new and existing fire 

service installations to include an SCWD-approved above-ground testable backflow device, as 

required to meet the State Water Resources Control Board’s new Cross-Connection Control 

Policy Handbook, which has replaced the California Code of Regulations, Title 17. All public 

water agencies in California are now required to comply with this requirement. 

  

All existing fire services that do not already have above-ground testable backflow devices are 

required to be retrofitted by July 1, 2034. The SCWD currently has approximately 2,500 existing 

2” and smaller residential fire services, which do NOT meet the new regulations. The SCWD has 

a program in development that will initially require these retrofits when a City/County building 

permit application is submitted and/or the sale of property. Retrofit notices to affected water 

customers will be mailed once a building permit application has been submitted and/or the sale 

of property.  

 

A part of the retrofit program will include the removal of the existing buried non-testable 

backflow device and requiring customers to install a new above-ground approved backflow 

device as per the SCWD revised Standard Detail 4A and existing Standard Detail 8 or new 

Standard Detail 9A. 

  

For any questions, please contact the City of Santa Cruz Water Engineering Division at 831-420-

5210 or waterengineering@santacruzca.gov. 

  

Attachments: 

 

Standard Detail 4A – Domestic x Fire Combo Service Installation 

Standard Detail 8 – Standard 2in & Smaller Backflow Installation 

Standard Detail 9A – Vertical 2in & Smaller Fire Service Backflow Installation 

SCWD Approved List of 2in & Smaller Double-Check Backflow Devices 
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1 2

AMES LF2000BM1 VU/H VU/H

APOLLO/CONBRACO DCLF4A VU/H VU/H

BEECO FDC VU/H VU/H

FEBCO LF850 VU/H VU/H

LF007M1QT VU/H VU/H

LF719QT VU/H VU/H

350XL VU/H VU/H

950XL3 VU/H VU/H
WILKINS

VU/H signifies that these models are USC approved double-check backflow devices for both vertical up and 

horizontal installations.

 APPROVED NO-LEAD DOUBLE-CHECK BACKFLOW DEVICES

WATTS

COMPANY MODEL

SIZE (INCHES)


