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INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN PURPOSE

Moore Creek Preserve is a 246-acre natural area located
on the western edge of the City of Santa Cruz. The property lies
within the Moore Creek watershed, the most pristine riparian
habitat in Santa Cruz. Numerous threatened and endangered
plant and wildlife species have been documented on the Pre-
serve. The purpose of the Moore Creek Preserve Interim Plan is
to provide a policy framework for management of Moore Creek
Preserve and protection of these sensitive resources until a long-
term Management/Master Plan is completed for the property.

The State of California Wildlife Conservation Board
holds two conservation easements over the property. One of
the easements encompasses the canyon and oak woodlands
along the Moore Creek corridor; the second easement includes
the uplands, which features primarily coastal prairie. The Land
Trust of Santa Cruz County has responsibility for management
of the easement along the Moore Creek corridor. Because of
these City, State, and Land Trust responsibilities, preparation
of this Interim Plan has required coordination among the three
entities. The conservation easements are discussed further in
Section 1.4.

This Interim Plan was prepared by the City of Santa Cruz
Parks and Recreation Department, in cooperation with the Land
Trust of Santa Cruz County and the California Department of
Fish and Game. The City of Santa Cruz Parks and Recreation

Commission is the lead advisory body to the Santa Cruz City
Council for review and approval of this Interim Plan.

This Interim Plan establishes management policies, not
land use policy, and will not restrict future uses to be deter-
mined when a long-term Management/Master Plan is complet-
ed for Moore Creek Preserve. Similar to this interim plan, the
long-term plan will be a cooperative effort involving the City
of Santa Cruz, the State of California, and the Land Trust of
Santa Cruz County.

1.2 SETTING

Most of the Preserve lies within the western portion of
the Moore Creek watershed, the most pristine watershed with-
in the City of Santa Cruz. The west branch of Moore Creek
flows southward from the University campus lands through the
Preserve, into Antonelli Pond and Natural Bridges State Park,
emptying into the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.

Uplifted marine terraces rising from south to north, in-
cised by deep, steep-walled canyons along Moore Creek char-
acterize the Preserve’s topography. Coastal prairie and grasslands
dominated by non-native species cover much of the upland
area of the property. The lower southern terraces currently fea-
ture less diverse grasslands, while high diversity coastal prairie
and wildflower fields are found on the upper terraces. Coast

section 1 + INTRODUCTION
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NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT conro

Ohlone Tiger Beetle

¢ Conduct annual surveys and research (approximately mid-Feb-
ruary through April). A qualified biologist shall conduct surveys.

¢ Prohibit use of pesticides in beetle habitat areas.

¢ Prohibit collection of Ohlone tiger beetles unless authorized
by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for research purposes.

¢ Monitor trails and service road use to ensure habitat is not dam-
aged. Ensure any erosion control measures along service roads
or trails do not disrupt beetle habitat.

¢ Monitor vegetation cover in Ohlone tiger beetle habitat areas
to ensure adequate bare ground exists.

+ Conduct annual spring mowing along trails and roads where
Ohlone tiger beetles have been observed.

¢ Conduct non-native vegetation removal (e.g. light scraping) in

habitat areas as needed. Consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and a qualified biologist prior to implementing any ac-
tion in beetle habitat.

San Francisco Popcornflower

¢ Conduct annual surveys (approximately March through May).
A qualified botanist shall conduct surveys.

¢ Continue grazing in popcornflower habitat areas.

California Red-legged Frog

¢ Conduct annual surveys. A qualified biologist shall conduct
surveys.

¢ Maintain fencing at access to stream corridors to prevent dam-
age from cattle grazing.

HYDROLOGY & EROSION CONTROL ELEMENT

Moore Creek Erosion Control

¢ Restrict cattle from grazing within Moore Creek. Install and
maintain fencing as needed.

¢ Minimize disturbances to steep slopes along Moore Creek
corridor.

¢ Re-route the existing trail across Moore Creek (near water line)
and construct a bridge to reduce erosion impacts. To the extent
feasible, trail alignment should be designed so the gradient is
less than 12 per cent.

¢ Existinginformal and unauthorized trails on steep slopes should
be obliterated to encourage pedestrian use of maintained trails.

Wilder Creck Erosion Control

¢ Restrict cattle grazing from the east branch of Wilder Creek.

¢ Minimize disturbances to steep slopes along Wilder Creek
corridor.

Upland Erosion Control
¢ Restrict cattle grazing from eroded gullies at tributaries.
¢ Realign trail segments in low-lying, wet areas to minimize dam-

age and trampling during the wet season (refer to Chapter 4).

¢ Install erosion control features, such as drainage dips and water
bars, on service roads as recommended by an erosion control
specialist. Consult with a biotic specialist prior to disrupting the
roadbed within Ohlone tiger beetle habitat areas.

¢ Restrict use of motorized vehicles during wet conditions. Vehi-
cle access during wettest months should be limited to emergen-
cies only.

¢ Minimize soil disturbances on steep slopes.

+ Avoid bare, exposed soil in easily eroded areas during the wet
season when conducting non-native species removal and other
vegetation management actions.

¢ Monitor gully erosion. In cases of accelerated gullyerosion, con-
tract with an erosion control specialist to implement appropriate
measures. If gully is located within a sensitive habitat area, en-
sure proposed erosion control measures are reviewed by a quali-
fied botanist/biologist and the appropriate agency (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service or California Department of Fish and Game).
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NATURAL RESOURCES

2.1 NATURAL RESOURCES

At Moore Creek Preserve, the City’s and Land Trust’s
primary responsibility is management of natural resources. Plant
and wildlife species that are considered sensitive biotic resources
require dedicated protection and enhancement efforts. This
Natural Resources Element describes existing resource condi-
tions and identifies management goals and specific manage-
ment actions for these resources.

Sensitive biotic resources are defined as those species that
are listed by the State and/or Federal government and the Cali-
fornia Native Plan Society (CNPS) as having special status. Plant
communities that are considered as High Inventory Priority Plant
communities by the California Department of Fish and Game,
and areas recognized as sensitive habitat by the City of Santa Cruz
General Plan, are also considered sensitive resources.

Sites where sensitive habitat areas and plant communi-
ties occur at Moore Creek Preserve are designated as Natural
Resource Management Areas (NRMAs). These areas are dif-
ferentiated based upon the type of plant community or sensi-
tive species present. In some instances a NRMA for a target
species may be located within a larger NRMA. The NRMAs
proposed under this Preliminary Draft Interim Management
Plan include the following:

PLANT COMMUNITIES
¢ Coastal prairie
¢ Riparian and oak woodland
Moore Creek canyon
Wilder Creek canyon
¢ Mixed eucalyptus and Monterey cypress grove
(monarch butterfly over-wintering habitat)

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

¢ Ohlone tiger beetle habitat

® San Francisco popcornflower habitat

¢ California red-legged frog habitat

An overview of plant communities and special status spe-

cies is presented in Section 2.2. More detailed descriptions of
the Natural Resource Management Areas and recommended
management actions are included in Sections 2.3 and 2.4. Much
of the information regarding observed species and plant com-
munities is based on surveys conducted by Environmental Sci-
ence Associates (ESA) from 1995 through 1997 for the
environmental review of the previously proposed residential
development. Since the City’s acquisition of the property in
December 1998, City staff and other qualified biologists and
botanists have conducted additional surveys to update distri-
bution and abundance information.

section 2 + NATURAL RESOURCES
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2.4 SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

OHLONE TIGER BEETLE HABITAT

Ohlone tiger beetle (Cicindela ohlone), found only in
remnant stands of coastal prairie in the Santa Cruz region,
has been identified at three locations within Moore Creck
Preserve. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has published
the proposed rule to list the Ohlone tiger beetle as endan-
gered, but as of May 2001 no final action had been taken
regarding the listing.

The Moore Creek Preserve Ohlone tiger beetle population
is one of five known populations within Santa Cruz County. Hab-
itat consists of open native grassland with shallow, poorly drained
clay or sandy clay soils. At Moore Creek Preserve the observed
locations occur along unpaved roads which were historically used
as part of cattle operations. This unique beetle has adapted to these
open areas within and adjacent to coastal prairie for hunting and
to thermo-regulate.

Ohlone tiger beetles are distinguished from other local bee-
tles by their bright green coloring and metallic colors highlighted
by stripes and spots. Adults are approximately one-half inch in
length. Female tiger beetles excavate burrows in the soil to depos-
it their eggs. After the larva emerges from the egg, it enlarges the
hole turning it into a burrow. Larvae lunge from these burrows to
seize insect prey. When the larva transforms into an adult, it emerges
from the burrow. Surveys to determine the presence of Ohlone
tiger beetle are conducted during the spring when adults have
emerged from the burrows and are active.

Threats to Ohlone tiger beetles include invasive non-native
vegetation, ovet-collection, pesticides, and vulnerability to extinction
from random natural events such as flood, drought, disease or fire. At
Moore Creek Preserve, management actions are needed to ensure non-
native vegetation does not overtake habitat areas. Recreational activ-
ities may also impact beetle habitat depending on the intensity, type,
and seasonality of recreational uses. Recreational use in habitat areas
must also be carefully monitored to ensure the habitat is not disturbed.

OHLONE TIGER BEETLE

MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

¢ Conduct annual surveys and research (approximately
mid-February through April). A qualified biologist
shall conduct surveys.

¢ Prohibit use of pesticides in beetle habitat areas.

@ DProhibit collection of Ohlone tiger beetles unless
authorized by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for re-
search purposes.

¢ Monitor trails and service road use to ensure habi-
tat is not damaged. Ensure any erosion control mea-
sures along service roads or trails do not disrupt
beetle habitat.

¢ Monitor vegetation cover in Ohlone tiger beetle hab-
itat areas to ensure adequate bare ground exists.

¢ Conduct annual spring mowing along trails and roads
where Ohlone tiger beetles have been observed.

¢ Conduct non-native vegetation removal (e.g. light
scraping) in habitat areas as needed. Consult with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a qualified biologist
prior to implementing any action in beetle habitat.

SAN FRANCISCO POPCORNFLOWER HABITAT

The San Francisco popcornflower (Plagiobothrys diffuses) is
the only special status plant species documented on Moore Creek
Preserve to date.lt is listed as endangered by the State of Califor-
nia and as a species of special concern by the federal government.
This short-stature, white-colored wildflower blooms from March
through May. It is associated with poorly drained, coastal prairie
habitat.

Thought to be extinct since 1965, the San Francisco pop-
cornflower was identified in northern Santa Cruz County in 1977.
A total of seven populations have been documented since that
time. The Moore Creek Preserve population was first discovered
in 1989. The 1989 survey documented approximately 1,000 indi-
viduals in the upper terrace meadow near the western boundary.
Additional patches were discovered in 1997 in the meadow near
the Meder Street entrance.

section 2 + NATURAL RESOURCES
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HYDROLOGY AND
FROSION CONTROL

Most of the Moore Creek Preserve property is located with-
in the Moore Creek watershed, the least disturbed drainage basin
within the City of Santa Cruz. The southwestern area of the Pre-
serve lies within the Wilder Creek watershed, which is also largely
undeveloped. The health of Moore Creek, Wilder Creek, and
habitat along the creek corridors is dependent on management
practices throughout these watersheds.

Moore Creek Canyon is protected under a conservation
easement held by the State of California (refer to Section 1.4).
The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County has management responsi-
bility for this easement, in accordance with an agreement with
the State. Wilder Creek canyon is protected under a separate con-
servation easement, which also includes the remainder of the up-
land area. The Land Trust does not have management responsibility
for Wilder Canyon.

Watershed management is important to the City, the Land
Trust, and the State. Careful management will ensure the creeks
remain healthy, and have cool, clear water free of contaminants
and stable stream banks with minimal erosion. In contrast, prob-
lems occur when there are excessive sediments, algae, and con-
tamination from animal waste or other toxics.

Erosion problems can include collapsed and trampled banks
that result in excessive sedimentation. This excess sediment can
impede stream flow, fill pools, and cover the creek bottom with

sediment. Improperly constructed trails and roads and unvegetat-
ed slopes can also lead to accelerated erosion rates and sedimenta-
tion problems. Excessive sedimentation and other water quality
problems can diminish fish, amphibian and insect populations
within the creek, as well as harming downstream resources.

This element of the Interim Management Plan provides a
brief overview of Moore Creek and Wilder Creek (eastern branch).
This section focuses on hydrology and erosion issues. General ero-
sion control measures and specific management actions are in-
cluded in the final section of this chapter. A discussion of riparian
habitats along the creek corridor is presented in the Natural Re-
soutces Element (Chapter 2).

3.1 MOORE CREEK

Moore Creek’s headwaters are located on the University of
California Santa Cruz campus lands to the north of Moore Creek Pre-
serve. The creek is fed by both surface and subsurface drainage. Moore
Creek has two main tributaries, the west and east branches. The west
branch, which flows intermittently, is located within Moore Creek
Preserve. Moore Creek’s eastern branch is located beyond the Pre-
serve’s boundary to the east. The branches come together approxi-
mately 1,000 feet north of Highway 1. The main branch of Moore
Creck continues along the eastem property line and crosses under
Highway 1 through a box culvert.

section 3 = HYDROLOGY
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ed to allow for pedestrian trail access year-round. Trail realign-
ments are presented in Chapter 4.

UprLAND EROSION CONTROL

¢
L 2

MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Restrict cattle grazing from eroded gullies at tributaries.
Realign trail segments in low-lying, wet areas to
minimize damage and trampling during the wet sea-
son (refer to Chapter 4).

Install erosion control features, such as drainage dips and
water bars, on service roads as recommended by an ero-
sion control specialist. Consult with a biotic specialist
prior to disrupting the roadbed within Ohlone tiger bee-
tle habitat areas.

Restrict use of motorized vehicles during wet conditions.
Vehicle access during wettest months should be limited
to emergencies only.

Minimize soil disturbances on steep slopes.

Avoid bare, exposed soil in easily eroded areas during
the wet season when conducting non-native species
removal and other vegetation management actions.
Monitor gully erosion. In cases of accelerated gully
erosion, contract with an erosion control specialist to
implement appropriate measures. If gully is located within
asensitive habitat area, ensure proposed erosion control
measures are reviewed by a qualified botanist/biologist
and the appropriate agency (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice or California Department of Fish and Game).

section 3 + HYDROLOGY
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TRAILS

Existing trails and service roads at Moore Creek Preserve are
largely the result of cattle grazing operations that have occurred on
the property over the past decades. This Interim Plan focuses on im-
proving and enhancing the existing system to continue to serve cat-
tle grazing and to provide public access to the Preserve. Under this
Preliminary Draft Interim Plan, it is proposed that public access be
lirnited to pedestrian use only (dogs prohibited) in order to minimize
environmental impacts in this interim period. The future long-term
Master Plan process is the appropriate time to explore an expansion
of the trail network and consideration of other trail uses. Limiting of
trail uses during this interim period does not preclude any future uses,
nor should this Interim Plan be interpreted as a guide for future long-
term uses or policies.

4.1 EXISTING ROADS AND TRAILS

Several unimproved roads presently exist within Moore
Creek Preserve. Most of these roads appear to have been estab-
lished as part of prior cattle grazing operations. With the excep-
tion of the lower segment of the access road near the Highway 1
entrance gate, these roads are unpaved.

The primary road provides access from the Highway 1 entrance.
The paved segment parallels Highway 1 and then tums northward up
the coastal terrace. The first section of this road is relatively steep and
has no drainage control features. Continuing through the grasslands,
the road ends at a gate along the western boundary.

Another roadbed, less utilized, continues northward from
the gate along the western boundary until it ends at a tributary
canyon. There is no vehicle access to the grasslands in the north
central portion of the Preserve due to the tributary canyons.

In the southern and central grasslands, there is evidence of
prior vehicle use on several short spur roads. These roadbeds are
less developed. A loop road encircles the central grassland area
and another access road leads down to Moore Creek in the vicin-
ity of the City water lines, which cross the property east west.

From the Meder Street entrance, an unimproved road
provides access to the north property line. At one time, this
road was relatively well traveled, providing access to a horse
corral. This road provides vehicle access to the meadow area
along Meder Street only. There is no vehicle access from Med-
er Street to the west portion of the property. A segment of the
road is resulting in accelerated erosion and headcutting at a
tributary canyon (refer to Section 3.3). Realignment of this
segment is recommended to reduce further headcutting.

Minimal use of these roads since the City’s acquisition has
resulted in denser vegetation cover on roadbeds and decreased
rutting. While this is beneficial in terms of erosion control, an
increase of dense non-native grasses along roadways within Ohlo-
ne tiger beetle habitat areas can result in a loss of suitable habirat.
Section 2.4, Natural Resources Chapter, includes management
actions that may need to be undertaken within roadway areas.

section 4 - TRAILS
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TERRACE LOOP TRAIL (0.4 MILE)

Terrace Loop Trail allows trail users to encircle the up-
per terrace meadow area. This trail offers dramatic views of the
Preserve’s prairies, canyons, and the Monterey Bay Sanctuary.

The trail is located within coastal terrace prairie habitat.
San Francisco popcornflower has been identified along the west-
ern segment of the trail. Popcornflower management actions ap-
ply to this trail corridor (refer to Section 2.4). Although vehicles
have used this trail in the past, it is not recommended as a service
road because of the sensitive plant species.

VERNAL RIDGE TRAIL (0.3 MILE)

Vernal Ridge Trail provides hiking access to a vernal pool and
wildflower field, located to the north of Prairie View Trail. Existing
cattle paths and vehicle use along the eastern fence line has created a
series of parallel paths in this area. The proposed new trail would focus
on improving one narrow footpath along the property line with a me-
andering trail extending into the meadow area.

The trail alignment would be designed to avoid impacts to
the vernal pools and wildflower fields, while providing pedestrian
access to this isolated area. Although there is evidence of prior
vehicle use along the property line, this trail is not recommended
as a service road because of the sensitive resources in the area.

4.4 TRAIL MANAGEMENT AND GUIDELINES

This section outlines trail design guidelines and man-
agement actions. Although much of the proposed trail system
exists, trail design guidelines are needed to guide future main-
tenance and the proposed realignment of some trail segments.

TRAIL

DESIGN GUIDELINES

¢ Ensure that trails that also serve as service roads are
maintained to a minimum of ten feet in width for pa-
trol and emergency vehicle access. Maintenance pri-
marily entails an annual mowing along the service
road route and installation/maintenance of drainage
dips or waterbars where needed.

Construct pedestrian trails to be from two to four feet
in width. Where the trail bed is less than four feet
wide, conduct annual mowing and brushing along trail
bed so there is a total clearance of four feet.

Realign existing trail segments and construct new trails
to avoid wet meadows and seeps (Prairie View Trail,
Vernal Ridge Trail).

Ensure any trail realignment in Ohlone tiger beetle
habitat areas is reviewed by a qualified biologist prior
to construction (Prairie View and East Meadow Trails).
Install a bridge crossing at Moore Creek (Moore Creek
Trail).

Reroute existing trail segments that are excessively
steep within Moore Creek Canyon (Moore Creek
Trail). Where feasible, construct new trail with a gra-
dient not exceeding twelve per cent.

Provide drainage improvements on trail routes, to in-
clude drainage dips and water bars as recommended
by technical specialists. The Parks and Recreation De-
partment will coordinate with erosion control special-
ists to design site-specific solutions.

Provide kiosks at the Highway 1 and Meder Street
entrances. At kiosks, include trail system maps, regu-
lations, safety information, and interpretive displays.
Develop and implement a coordinated trail sign program
to ensure signs are easy to read, consistent in design and
message, and do not detract from the visual quality of
Moore Creek Preserve. Post trail identification at inter-
sections of all trails. Wooden posts will be six inches by

section 4 « TRAILS ﬁ
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GRAZING

5.J CATTLE GRAZING

Cattle grazing has occurred on the Moore Creek Preserve
property for decades. Several years before the City’s acquisition
of the property, cattle grazing was discontinued by the prior
owner. After the City’s acquisition of the property, grazing was
reinstituted once an agreement was completed with a grazing
contractor. Under City ownership, the west meadow has been
grazed since late summer 1999, while grazing was re-established
on the east meadow in fall 2000.

Grazing has been very beneficial for coastal prairie habi-
tat by reducing invasive, non-native weeds that degrade native
habitat. Grazing is also effective in reducing fuel loads and wild-
fire hazard. Specifically, cattle grazing benefits native prairie
habitat and minimizes fire risk by:

¢ Reducing the height of vegetation throughout
meadow areas;

¢ Substantially reducing weed biomass;

¢ Substantially reducing seed production of non-native
weeds; and

¢ Creating patchy areas of bare soil (Hayes, 1999).

Reduction of vegetation height and weed biomass is
critical to reducing wildfire risk on the Preserve. Without
grazing, dead grass (thatch) accumulates and creates a larg-
er amount of biomass, which is fuel for any grassland fire.
By keeping grass height lower, grazing also decreases the

chance of a grassland fire carrying up into taller adjacent
plants and trees.

The patchy areas of bare soil created through grazing are
particularly beneficial to two special status species found at the
Preserve—QOhlone tiger beetle and San Francisco popcornflow-
er. Both species require patchy bare soil conditions (refer to
Natural Resources Chapter, Section 2.3. Their survival is threat-
ened when non-native, dense grasses out-compete native plants
and degrade prairie habitat.

Cattle grazing must be carefully managed so these bene-
fits are maximized, while other potential negative effects such
as erosion and loss of riparian habitat do not occur. The Natu-
ral Resources Chapter addresses sensitive areas that should be
restricted from grazing, primarily Moore Creek and steep can-
yon walls. Tributary canyons are also not grazed.

5.2 GRAZING MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

The grazing management guidelines address the number
of cattle, timing of grazing, fencing, and placement of supple-
mental feed and water. These guidelines should be incorporat-
ed in a contract agreement with the grazing contractor.

¢ Not more than approximately seventy cows should
be grazed on the designated lands through approxi-
mately October. The number of cattle will be reduced

section 5 = GRAZING
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MAINTENANCE AND
MANAGEMENT

This Chapter addresses management and maintenance
responsibilities and staffing for Moore Creek Preserve. Man-
agement of Moore Creek Preserve is a cooperative effort be-
tween the City of Santa Cruz and the Land Trust of Santa Cruz
County. The Land Trust has responsibility for management of
the State of California conservation easement along the Moore
Creek corridor. As the owner, the City still holds responsibili-
ty for the entire property, however, within the Moore Creek
canyon area there will be shared management.

Specific management actions and maintenance responsi-
bilities have been included in the preceding chapters. This sec-
tion addresses management and maintenance from a staffing
perspective. Assignment of specific responsibilities between the
City and the Land Trust will be addressed in a separate document,
subsequent to adoption of this Interim Plan. This future coopera-
tive management agreement will be developed as a service agree-
ment, subject to approval by the City Parks and Recreation
Department and the Land Trust.

6.1 MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT
RESPONSIBILITIES

Maintenance and management responsibilities for
Moore Creek Preserve can be organized under four general

categories: resource management; facility maintenance; law
enforcement; and interpretation and education. These ar-
eas of responsibility are described in greater detail below.

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Natural resource management includes monitoring
sensitive species, invasive species removal, habitat enhance-
ment, erosion control, grazing operations, and wildland fire
management. Because of the sensitive species and habitats
within the Preserve and the requirements of the conserva-
tion easements, natural resource management is the most
critical area of responsibility. Specific management actions
related to natural resource management are discussed in
Chapter 2 Natural Resources, Chapter 3 Hydrology and Ero-
sion Control, and Chapter 5 Grazing.

FACILITY MAINTENANCE

During the interim phase, facility maintenance at
Moore Creek Preserve will primarily involve trails, service
roads, signs and fencing. Clean up of refuse and illegal camp-
ing debris in the lower end of Moore Creek canyon is also
needed periodically. Maintenance guidelines for trails and
services roads are presented in Chapter 4.

section 6 * MANAGEMENT
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APPENDIX

CONSERVATION EASEMENT

The language below is excerpted from the conservation
easements held by the State of California for the Moore Creek
Preserve property.

WHEREAS, the property has scenic, natural and aes-
thetic value in its present state as a natural area; and

WHEREAS, the Grantor is willing to grant a conserva-
tion easement to the State over the property, thereby restrict-
ing and limiting the use of the property; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Conservation Easement
is to ensure the Easement Area will be retained forever in a
natural condition and to prevent any use of the Easement Area
that will significantly impair or interfere with the conservation
values of the Easement Area. Grantor intends that this Con-
servation Easement will confine the use of the Easement Area
to such activities, including without limitation, those involv-
ing preservation and enhancement of native species and their
habitat in a manner consistent with the habitat conservation
purposes of this Easement.

The covenants, conditions and restrictions of the con-
servation easement are as follows:

1. No building, billboard, sign (except for interpretive
and directional signs), fence (except along the perim-
eter of the Easement Area or as necessary to control

grazing) or any other structure of any kind, shall be
erected in the Easement Area unless such structure is
approved by the State of California and is consistent
with the conservation purposes of this Easement.
There shall be no depositing of soil, trash, ashes, gar-
bage, or waste within the Easement Area. Nor shall
any other material be deposited unless such deposit is
approved by the State of California as being consis-
tent with the conservation purposes of this Conserva-
tion Easement.

There shall be no excavation, dredging or removal of
loam, gravel, soil, rock, sand or other material, nor
any building of roads or other change in general to-
pography of the land, excepting as follows:

(a) Improvement to the City’s secondary access stan-
dards, of the existing roadways running (i) from
Meder Street, in a northerly direction, to the
northern boundary of the Property; (ii) from

Highway One, a portion of which is /may be an .

improved access to the adjacent property; (iii)
of the access easement from the adjacent parcel
on Grandview; and maintenance of these road-
ways and access easement.

APPENDIX A
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