
PARKING AND ENTRANCES 
No on-site parking
•	 Highway 1 at Shaffer Road 
	 – Limited on-street parking on south side 

	 of Highway 1
	 – Access to approximately 2 ½ miles of 

	 trails (round-trip)
•	 Meder Street
	 – No Parking to the west of Western Drive
	 – Existing trial access very limited  

	 (one ¼ mile trail)

VISITOR HOURS
Summer (April – October), Sunrise to 7 pm
Winter (November – March), Sunrise to 4 pm
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A 246-acre natural area, Moore Creek Preserve 
lies within the most pristine watershed in the City 
of Santa Cruz. Because the Preserve supports 
numerous threatened and endangered species and 
other sensitive resources, public use is limited to 
hiking only.

The City of Santa Cruz acquitted the Preserve in 
1998. Funding for the purchase included a 1998 
bond measure, City funds, and State Grants. 
Management of Moore Creek Preserve is a 
cooperative effort of the City of Santa Cruz and the 
Land Trust of Santa Cruz County. The Land Trust 
manages a conservation easement for the State of 
California.

Moore Creek Preserve features high quality 
habitats, including wildflower fields, coastal 
prairie, rare examples of coast live oak, and 
riparian forest. A number of rare, threatened and 
endangered wildlife and plant species inhabit the 
property, including the red-legged frog, Ohlone 
tiger beetle, and the San Francisco popcorn flower.

The Ohlone Tiger Beetle is a colorful, predatory, 
and endangered insect endemic to Santa Cruz 
and occurs in only five remnant patches of coastal 
terrace prairie, Moore Creek Preserve being one of 
these.

Welcome to
Moore Creek Preserve

Ohlone tiger beetle Red-legged frog San Francisco 
popcorn flower
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
(831) 420-5270

santacruzparksandrec.com
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