
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-24 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ AMENDING SANTA CRUZ 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 24.08 – LAND USE PERMITS AND FINDINGS, CHAPTER 
24.10 – LAND USE DISTRICTS, SECTION 24.12.240 – NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES 

REQUIRED, AND SECTION 24.12.250 – BIKE PARKING REQUIREMENTS TO 
MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY WITH STATE REGULATIONS FOR ACCESSORY DWELLING 
UNITS. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 24.08, CHAPTER 24.10, AND SECTIONS 24.12.240 

AND 24.12.250 ARE PART OF THE LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION 
PLAN (LCP IP) AND WILL REQUIRE APPROVAL BY THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL 
COMMISSION PRIOR TO TAKING EFFECT INSIDE THE COASTAL ZONE. (CEQA: 

EXEMPT PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15183 AS A PROJECT 
CONSISTENT WITH THE GENERAL PLAN FOR WHICH AN EIR WAS CERTIFIED.) 

 
WHEREAS, accessory dwelling units contribute needed housing to the community’s 

housing stock and provide housing for family members, students, the elderly, in-home health care 
providers, the disabled, and others within existing neighborhoods, and homeowners who create 
accessory dwelling units may benefit from added income and an increased sense of security; and 
 

WHEREAS, on  September 19, 2024, SB 1211 (Skinner) was signed into law, making 
changes to requirements for parking associated with accessory dwelling unit development, 
increasing the number of statewide exemption accessory dwelling units allowed on sites with 
multi-family buildings, and limiting the standards that can be applied to statewide exemption 
accessory dwelling units; and  

 
WHEREAS, amendments to municipal code requirements related to accessory dwelling 

units are needed to maintain consistency with state law; and 
 

WHEREAS, at its November 7, 2024 meeting, the Santa Cruz Planning Commission 
cancelled the meeting due to lack of a quorum and rescheduled review of the proposed 
amendments to the meeting of November 21, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, at its November 21, 2024 meeting, the Santa Cruz Planning Commission 

reviewed the proposed additions and modifications to the Santa Cruz Municipal Code and found 
that the public necessity, and the general community welfare, and good zoning practice shall be 
served and furthered; and that the proposed amendments are in general conformance with the 
principles, policies and land use designations set forth in the General Plan, Local Coastal Plan and 
any adopted area or specific plan; and  
 

WHEREAS, at its November 21, 2024 meeting, the Santa Cruz Planning Commission 
considered the modifications to the Santa Cruz Municipal Code as modifications to the Local 
Coastal Program and found that (1) the proposed amendment is deemed to be in the public interest; 
(2) the proposed General Plan and/or Local Coastal Program amendment is consistent and 
compatible with the rest of the General Plan and LCP and any implementation programs that may 
be affected; (3) the potential impacts of the proposed amendment have been assessed and have 
been determined not to be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare; and (4) the proposed 
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amendment has been processed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the California 
Government Code and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and  
 

WHEREAS, at its November 21, 2024 meeting, the Santa Cruz Planning Commission 
passed a motion that recommended the City Council approve the proposed amendments as well as 
any additional changes needed to comply with state ADU law; and   
 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to the Santa Cruz Municipal Code fall within the 
analyzed development potential in the City of Santa Cruz’s existing 2030 General Plan 
Environmental Impact Report using the existing zoning and General Plan and, therefore, pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15183 of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Guidelines, no further environmental review under the CEQA is required.  
 

BE IT ORDAINED By the City of Santa Cruz as follows: 
 

Section 1. Section 24.08.810a of Chapter 24.08 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 
regarding Procedure for Slope Development Permit (Applies In the Coastal Zone) is hereby 
amended to read as follows:  
 
24.08.810a PROCEDURE. 
 
Projects requiring an exception to slope standards established by Section 24.14.030a, except for 
statewide exemption accessory dwelling units as defined in Part 2 of Chapter 24.16, must apply 
for a slope modification permit. This permit may be granted by the zoning administrator without 
a hearing if the project is no closer than ten feet from the top edge of a thirty percent slope and is 
consistent with the findings in Section 24.08.820a, unless the slope modification permit is 
accompanied by an application which must be heard by a higher body. Should a project be closer 
than ten feet to a thirty percent slope, then it must be considered at a public hearing by the zoning 
board as a variance which must also be consistent with the findings in Section 24.08.820a.  
 

Section 2. Section 24.08.2140 of Chapter 24.08 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 
regarding Exemptions from Watercourse Development Permit is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  
 
24.08.2140 EXEMPTIONS. 
 
Certain types of projects that clearly would not impact riparian resources and support the goals of 
the City-Wide Creeks and Wetlands Management Plan are exempted from the watercourse 
development permit requirements (in the coastal zone, the following list of projects are exempt 
only if the criteria of Section 24.08.230.1 regarding coastal permit exemptions are met). Such 
projects should incorporate applicable best management practices in the project design. In 
situations where it is unclear whether a project is eligible for an exemption under this section, the 
determination would be made by the zoning administrator in accordance with the goals of the City-
Wide Creeks and Wetlands Management Plan. The following projects are eligible for an 
exemption: 
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1. Development and structural improvements to include the following: 
 

a. Any development on parcels that have been identified within a Category “C” 
watercourse in the City-Wide Creeks and Wetlands Management Plan. 
 

b. Development projects within a Category “B” watercourse located outside of the 
designated riparian corridor and development setback area (in the remaining 
management area). 

 
c. Any development adjacent to a closed culverted section of a watercourse. 
 
d. Any development on a parcel that either: 

 
i. Has an established road right-of-way between the subject parcel and the 

watercourse (where the development would occur); or 
 

ii. Has a separate parcel with legal development that is located between the subject 
parcel and the watercourse (where the development would occur). 
 

e. Interior remodeling of an existing legal structure within the existing structure footprint. 
 

f. Repair and maintenance of existing legal structures. 
 
g. Demolition of existing structures outside the riparian corridor, in accordance with city 

demolition regulations; provided, that no mechanized machinery is utilized and no 
disturbance occurs within the riparian corridor. 

 
h. Reconstruction of a damaged nonconforming structure where nonconformance only 

relates to watercourse setbacks, provided applicable watercourse development 
standards are implemented. 

 
2. Exterior improvements, to include the following: 

 
a. Exterior treatments such as painting, roofing, surface treatments, window replacement, 

etc., that do not increase the density or intensity of land use, or increase surface 
coverage. 
 

b. Exterior safety lighting in the development setback area such as low-level walkway 
lighting, motion detector security lighting, driveway lighting, and entry lighting that is 
hooded and directed downward, away from the watercourse. Lighting shall be 
prohibited within the designated riparian corridor. 

 
c. Open-style fencing (e.g., wire strand or split rail) that permits the free passage of 

wildlife limited to the outer edge of the riparian corridor. Fencing must otherwise meet 
the regulations in Section 24.12.160. 
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d. Installation of pervious surfaces (outside of the riparian corridor), including at-grade 

decks, patios, and walkways, when the total square footage is less than twenty-five 
percent of the development setback area; provided, that the pervious surfaces meet 
those requirements specified in the Watercourse Development Standards. The total 
percentage allowed includes both existing and new surfaces. 
 

3. Landscaping and vegetation, to include the following: 
 

a. Landscaping with non-native vegetation using noninvasive species, within the 
development setback area, as recommended in the City-Wide Creeks and Wetlands 
Management Plan. 
 

b. Minor vegetation removal as defined in Section 24.08.2110, except for mature 
eucalyptus trees in known monarch butterfly habitat areas. 

 
c. Thinning of riparian vegetation within a flood or high fire hazard area, except for 

mature eucalyptus trees in known monarch butterfly habitat areas, when required by 
the fire department for public safety with review and approval of a fire-vegetation 
management plan or when required by the public works department for flood protection 
maintenance with review and approval of a maintenance plan. 

 
d. Removal of tree(s) that are hazardous or likely to have an adverse effect upon the 

structural integrity of a building, utility, or public right-of-way, or a tree that has the 
physical condition of health such as disease or infestation which warrants alteration or 
removal, in accordance with Chapter 9.56 of this code and with a plan prepared by a 
qualified professional. 

 
e. Removal of impervious surfaces outside of the riparian corridor. 
 
f. Mowing and grazing on public lands (outside of the riparian corridor in the Coastal 

Zone), consistent with an adopted parks or fire management plan. 
 

4. Roads, public facilities and utilities, to include the following: 
 

a. Road maintenance of existing legal public roads, private roads and driveways (no 
expansion or improvements). 
 

b. Construction of public trails and bridges on public lands, consistent with an adopted 
parks master plan or management plan, including the location and siting of trails and 
bridges. 

 
c. Installation and improvements to non-structural BMPs within the development setback 

area. 
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d. Repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing public utility, drainage, flood 
control, and water storage and provision facilities, including pumps and other 
appurtenant structures where there is no or negligible expansion of use. 

 
5. Other projects, to include the following: 

 
a. Projects that concurrently are reviewed and approved by another authorizing permitting 

agency (CDFG, NOAA, USFWS or ACOE) for maintenance, flood protection, 
restoration or enhancement of a natural resource where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment, provided proof of permit approval is 
submitted to the planning director. 
 

b. Removal of fish passage barriers and installation of in-stream aquatic habitat 
enhancement structures, in accordance with a plan for said activities prepared by a 
qualified professional and approved by the planning director. 

 
c. Interpretative signage designed to provide information about the value and protection 

of the resource that is limited to the outer edge of the riparian corridor, and must meet 
other city sign regulations. 

 
d. Installation of new and maintenance of existing water flow gauges. 

 
e. Water quality testing. 

 
f. Continued operation and maintenance of existing cemetery plots. 

 
6. A statewide exemption accessory dwelling unit, as defined in Part 2 of Chapter 24.16. Despite 

the statement in section 24.08.2140 that exemptions do not apply to projects that are not exempt 
from coastal permit requirements, in the coastal zone, this exemption applies even if the 
statewide exemption accessory dwelling unit requires approval of a coastal permit; however, 
in this case, the statewide exemption accessory dwelling unit shall be consistent with the 
development standards of the Citywide Creeks and Wetlands Management Plan. 

 
Section 3. Section 24.08.2200 of Chapter 24.08 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding Purpose of Watercourse Variance is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 
24.08.2200 PURPOSE. 
 
The purpose of this part is to allow variation from the watercourse setbacks or development 
standards as outlined in Sections 24.08.2130 and 24.08.2180. A watercourse variance shall not be 
required for a statewide exemption accessory dwelling unit, as defined in Part 2 of Chapter 24.16, 
to vary from a watercourse setback; however, a statewide exemption accessory dwelling unit that 
requires approval of a coastal permit shall otherwise conform with all other goals, policies, and 
objectives of City-Wide Creeks and Wetlands Management Plan.  
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Section 4. Section 24.10.210 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 
Principal Permitted Uses for the R-S Residential Suburban District is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

 
24.10.210 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. Single-family dwelling. 
 
2. Community care facilities including daycare (except family daycare homes) and foster home 

(six or fewer persons). 
 
3. Crop and tree farming and grazing lands. 
 
4. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 
5. Community garden. 
 
6. Accessory uses are principally permitted when they are a subordinate use to the principal use 

of the lot. 
 
a. Home occupations subject to home occupation regulations as provided in Section 

24.10.160. 
 
b. Room and board for not more than two paying guests per dwelling unit, when located 

within principal building. 
 
c. Residential accessory uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures, and 
Section 24.10.230. 

 
d. Living quarters for persons regularly employed on the premises, when located within 

principal building. 
 

7. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 
 
8. Supportive and transitional housing in single-family dwellings. 
 
9. Junior accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 

 
Section 5. Section 24.10.310 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 

Principal Permitted Uses for the R-1Single Family Residence District is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

 
24.10.310 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. Single-family dwelling. 
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2. Community care facilities including daycare (except family daycare homes) and foster homes 

(six or fewer persons). 
 
3. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 
4. Community garden. 
 
5. Accessory uses are principally permitted when they are a subordinate use to the principal use 

of the lot. 
 
a. Home occupations subject to home occupation regulations as provided in Section 

24.10.160. 
 
b. Room and board for not more than two paying guests per dwelling unit, when located 

within principal building. 
 
c. Residential accessory uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures, and 
Section 24.10.330. 

 
6. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 
 
7. Supportive and transitional housing in single-family dwellings. 
 
8. Junior accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 

 
Section 6. Section 24.10.410 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 

District Regulations for the R-L Multiple Residence – Low-Density District is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

 
24.10.410 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
The following uses are permitted outright if a design permit is obtained for new structures 

and environmental review is conducted in accordance with city and state guidelines. Design 
permits are not required for accessory structures and additions that are less than one hundred 
twenty square feet and less than fifteen feet in building height. (Numerical references at the end of 
these categories reflect the general use classifications listed in the city’s land use codes. Further 
refinement of uses within these categories can be found in the land use codes, but they are not 
intended to be an exhaustive list of potential uses.) 

 
1. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominium projects in one or more 

structure(s). (830, 840) 
 
2. Community care facilities including daycare (except family daycare homes), retirement homes 

and foster homes (six or fewer). 
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3. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 
4. Two-family dwellings, subject to the density requirements in the General Plan. 
 
5. Community garden. 
 
6. Single-family dwellings, subject to the density requirements in the General Plan. 
 
7. Accessory uses are principally permitted when they are a subordinate use to the principal use 

of the lot. 
 
a. Home occupations subject to home occupation regulations as provided in Section 

24.10.160. 
 
b. Park and recreational facilities. 
 
c. Room and board for not more than two paying guests per dwelling unit, when located 

within principal building. 
 
d. Residential accessory uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures, and 
Section 24.10.430. 

 
8. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except accessory 

dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 
 
9. Supportive and transitional housing. 
 
10. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not 

include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling units are not subject 
to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 7. Section 24.10.510 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 

District Regulations for the R-M Multiple Residence – Medium-Density District is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

 
24.10.510 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
The following uses are permitted outright if a design permit is obtained for new structures 

and environmental review is conducted in accordance with city and state guidelines. Design 
permits are not required for accessory structures and additions that are less than one hundred 
twenty square feet and less than fifteen feet in building height. (Numerical references at the end of 
these categories reflect the general use classifications listed in the city’s land use codes. Further 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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refinement of uses within these categories can be found in the land use codes, but they are not 
intended to be an exhaustive list of potential uses.) 

 
1. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominium projects in one or more 

structures. (830, 840) 
 
2. Community care facilities including daycare (except family daycare homes), foster home, and 

retirement home (six or fewer persons). 
 
3. Community garden. 
 
4. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 
5. Accessory uses are principally permitted when they are a subordinate use to the principal use 

of the lot. 
 
a. Park and recreational facilities. 
 
b. Home occupations subject to home occupation regulations as provided in Section 

24.10.160. 
 
c. Room and board for not more than two paying guests per dwelling unit, when located 

within principal building. 
 
d. Residential accessory uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures, and 
Section 24.10.530. 

 
6. Supportive and transitional housing. 
 
7. Accessory dwelling units on parcels with an approved residential use, subject to the provisions 

of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except accessory dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design 
permit. 

 
8. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not 

include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling units are not subject 
to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 8. Section 24.10.565 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 

District Regulations for the R-H Multiple Residence – High-Density District is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
  

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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24.10.565 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 
 
The following uses are permitted subject to a design permit for new structures in 

compliance with the Beach and South of Laurel Design Guidelines and other requirements of the 
municipal code. (Numerical references at the end of these categories reflect the general use 
classifications listed in the city’s land use codes. Further refinement of uses within these categories 
can be found in the land use codes, but they are not intended to be an exhaustive list of potential 
uses.) Design permits are not required for accessory structures and additions that are less than one 
hundred twenty square feet and less than fifteen feet in building height. Environmental review 
must be conducted in accordance with city and state guidelines: 

 
1. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominium projects in one or more 

structures. (830, 840) 
 
2. Small community care residential facilities including daycare (except family daycare homes), 

foster homes, and retirement homes, with six or fewer persons. (800A) 
 
3. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 
4. Supportive and transitional housing. 
 
5. Accessory dwelling units on parcels with an approved residential use, subject to the provisions 

of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except accessory dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design 
permit. 

 
6. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not 

include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling units are not subject 
to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 9. Section 24.10.603 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code regarding 

District Regulations for the R-T(A) Subdistrict A – Medium-Density Residential is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

 
24.10.603 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. The following uses may be subject to approval of a design permit per Section 24.08.410 and 

other requirements of the municipal code (numerical references at the end of these categories 
reflect the general use classifications listed in the city’s land use codes. Further refinement of 
uses within these categories can be found in the land use codes, but they are not intended to be 
an exhaustive list of potential uses): 

 
a. Duplexes. (810) 
 
b. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units. 
 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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c. Accessory Uses. Other uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 
subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures. 

 
d. Supportive and transitional housing in single-family home or duplex. 
 
e. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominiums. (830) 
 

2. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except accessory 
dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 

 
3. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not 

include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling units are not subject 
to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 10. Section 24.10.611 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding District Regulations for the R-T(B) Subdistrict B – Motel Residential is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

 
24.10.611 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 
 
2. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units (no design permit required unless 

otherwise required under Section 24.08.410). 
 
3. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominiums (830). 
 
4. Single-family and duplex dwellings (800, 810). 
 
5. Wireless telecommunication facilities, subject to the regulations in Chapter 24.12, Part 15, 

requiring no public hearing. 
 
6. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not 

include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2. 

 
Section 11. Section 24.10.619 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding Principal Permitted Uses for the R-T(C) Subdistrict C – Beach Commercial is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 
24.10.619 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. The following uses are allowed, subject to a design permit for new construction per Section 

24.08.410 and other requirements of the municipal code (numerical references at the end of 
these categories reflect the general use classifications listed in the city’s land use codes. Further 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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refinement of uses within these categories can be found in the land use codes, but they are not 
intended to be an exhaustive list of potential uses): 

 
Uses for Active Frontage. 

 
a. Food and beverage stores (except liquor stores) (240); 
 
b. Eating and drinking establishments without alcohol sales and subject to the live 

entertainment regulations in Chapter 24.12, Part 2 (280); 
 

Residential Uses. 
 
c. Flexible density unit (FDU) housing as part of a mixed-use project; 
 
d. Mixed residential and commercial developments when multiple family units are 

located either in the same lot or above a first floor of commercial uses, subject to the 
R-T(A) District regulations (830); 

 
e. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups and condominiums when ground-floor 

units are designed as live-work units consistent with Section 24.12.185(13) and subject 
to the R-T(A) District regulations (830); 

 
f. One or two multiple-family units when located above the first floor of permitted 

commercial uses with no additional parking required (820); 
 
g. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units (no design permit required 

unless otherwise required under Section 24.08.410); 
 
h. Single-room occupancy (SRO) housing (860); 
 
i. Single-family residences if lot size does not allow multifamily development, with no 

live-work or active frontage requirement (800); 
 
j. Supportive and transitional housing in one or two units when located above the first 

floor of permitted commercial uses with no additional parking required. 
 
k. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except 

accessory dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 
 
l. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does 

not include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, 
subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling 
units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 

 
  

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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Commercial Uses. 
 
k. Motel, hotel, and bed-and-breakfast inn uses subject to annual business license review 

(300); 
 
l. Off-site parking fewer than five spaces (930); 
 
m. Wireless telecommunications facilities, subject to the regulations in Chapter 24.12, Part 

15, requiring no public hearing. 
 

2. Accessory Uses. Other uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, subject 
to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures, and Section 
24.10.620. 

 
Section 12. Section 24.10.627 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding Principal Permitted Uses for the R-T(D) Subdistrict D – Beach Residential is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 
24.10.627 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 

 
1. The following uses are permitted, subject to a design permit per Section 24.08.410, 

Conservation Overlay District (Section 24.10.4000) and other requirements of the municipal 
code (numerical references at the end of these categories reflect the general use classifications 
listed in the city’s land use codes. Further refinement of uses within these categories can be 
found in the land use codes, but they are not intended to be an exhaustive list of potential uses): 

 
a. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups, and condominiums, three units or 

more (830, 840); 
 
b. Single-family and duplexes (800, 810); 
 
c. Storage and equipment structures, if ancillary to principal residential use; 
 
d. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units; 
 
e. Accessory Uses. Other uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures; 
 
f. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except 

accessory dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design permit; 
 
g. Supportive and transitional housing in single-family home or duplex. 
 
h. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does 

not include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, 
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subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling 
units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 13. Section 24.10.632 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding District Regulations for the R-T(D) Subdistrict D – Beach Residential Zoning District 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
24.10.632 DISTRICT REGULATIONS. 

 
1. General. 
 

Provision 

Dwelling Unit Type 

1-Family 
Detached Duplex Triplex 

4 or 
More 
Units 

Other 
Uses 

a. Height of buildings           
  • Principal (feet) 22 22 22 30 30 
  • Accessory (stories and feet) 1 and 15 1 and 15 1 and 15 1 and 15 1 and 15 
b. Minimum lot area (net) (square feet) 3,000 3,600 7,200 8,000 8,000 
c. Minimum lot area (net) per dwelling 

unit (square feet) 
– 1,800 1,600 1,600 – 

d. Minimum lot width (feet) 40 40 80 80 80 
e. Usable open space per dwelling unit 

(square feet) 
– 400 400 400 – 

  
Dwelling Units 

First Story Second Story Other Uses 
f. Front yard (feet) 5* 10* 10* 
g. Rear yard (feet) 10 15 15 
h. Side yard each side (feet) 4 4 4 
  or: one side (feet) 0 0 0 
  Total both sides (feet) 10 10 10 
i. Exterior side yard (feet) 5* 5* 5* 

*    For any attached or detached garage or carport fronting on a front or exterior side 
property line, the setback shall be twenty feet from said property line. 

 
2. Minimum Distance Between Buildings on the Same Lot. Between main buildings, including 

accessory dwelling units, six feet or one foot of setback for each two feet of height of the tallest 
building, or portions thereof, whichever is greater; between main buildings and one-story 
accessory buildings, six feet; between accessory buildings, six feet. 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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3. Other Requirements/Standards. 

 
a. Design. All development, except accessory dwelling units, is subject to a design permit 

and must be in compliance with adopted design guidelines. Other regulations which 
may be applicable to site design in this zone are set forth in general site design 
standards, Part 2, Chapter 24.12 and the Design Guidelines of the Beach and South of 
Laurel Comprehensive Area Plan. 

 
(1) New buildings shall employ California Bungalow or Victorian architectural 

style as a basis for design. 
 
(2) Buildings shall be similar in scale and form to existing structures and shall 

incorporate vernacular characteristics, such as pitched gabled roofs, 
proportionally large overhangs, exposed roof beams and rafter tails, vertically 
oriented multi-paned windows and front porches. 

 
(3) Buildings shall be wood frame construction with horizontal wood siding. 
 
(4) Roof forms shall be typical of the Beach Flats with appropriate steeper pitches 

for Victorians and lesser pitches for California Bungalow style. 
 
(5) Roof materials shall be composition or wood shingle. 

 
b. Parking. All parking shall be located within the rear or at the rear of main structures, if 

possible. Private multi-residential parking lots shall be screened from the public right-
of-way, and meet the requirements of Section 24.12.240, in addition to the following 
requirements: 

 
(1) All garages and entrances to parking areas shall be set back at least five feet 

from the adjacent front building setback. 
 
(2) On lots of forty feet or less in width of street frontage, parking access is limited 

to a maximum of twelve feet of width. On lots of forty feet to sixty-five feet in 
width, parking access is limited to a maximum of sixteen feet of width; and on 
lots with greater than sixty-five feet in street frontage, parking access is limited 
to a maximum of twenty feet. 

 
(3) Driveways shall be minimized in order to maximize land use efficiency and the 

provision of landscaping and open space. 
 
(4) City parking standard requirements may be reduced in the following manner: 

one parking space for a one bedroom unit; for two or more bedrooms, the 
parking requirement may be reduced fifty percent if the following provisions 
are met: 

• At least fifty percent of new units are two bedrooms or more; 
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• For units which meet the city’s definition of “affordable”; and 
• If development is deemed compatible with surrounding neighborhood. 

 
c. Siting. All development shall be sited to create a harmonious street edge, and to blend 

into rather than dominate the street. 
 

(1) Entries to individual units and groupings of units shall be located on the ground 
floor facing the street. These entries shall incorporate architectural and 
landscaping elements such as porches and arbors that visually reinforce the 
presence of entries. 

 
(2) Architectural elements, such as towers, balconies, stairs, decorative elements, 

etc., may be allowed to project up to fifty percent of the front yard setback 
requirement. 

 
d. Height. Multiple-story developments shall minimize scale through upper story 

setbacks, individual building elements, and other similar design techniques. 
 

(1) The height of buildings shall be minimized at the street, in the following 
manner: 

• One-story elements of buildings (including porches) must be set back 
five feet, 

• Second-story elements of buildings must be set back ten feet. 
 
e. Landscaping, in compliance with the design standards, is required. Landscaping shall 

be maintained in an attractive condition. 
 

(1) Landscaping shall be designed to enhance the architectural style. All front, rear 
and side yards shall be fully landscaped except for areas devoted to driveways, 
patios, walkways or porches. 

 
(2) Permanent containers for flowering plants are encouraged for use in limited 

space areas at entries and in courtyards and plazas. 
 
(3) Vines and climbing plants integrated with building design and used on walls 

and trellises are encouraged. 
 
(4) Opaque garden walls are not permitted within the front yard setback to maintain 

the landscape continuity along the street. Fences limited to three feet in height 
are permitted as long as the fence is at least sixty percent open. 

 
4. All new development adjacent to a “CON – Neighborhood Conservation District” Overlay 

Zone shall comply with Section 24.10.4060, standards for new construction on sites abutting 
overlay district boundaries, to ensure compatibility with the established district. 
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Section 14. Section 24.10.636 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 
regarding Principal Permitted Uses for the R-T(E) Subdistrict E – Beach Medium/High Density 
Residential is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 
24.10.636 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES.  

 
1. The following uses are permitted and may also require a design permit per Section 24.08.410 

as well as other requirements of the municipal code:  
 

a. Duplex dwellings.  
 
b. Multiple dwellings, townhouse dwelling groups and condominiums.  
 
c. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units.  
 
d. Accessory Uses. Other uses and buildings customarily appurtenant to a permitted use, 

subject to the provisions of Section 24.12.140, Accessory buildings and structures.  
 
e. Accessory dwelling units subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except 

accessory dwelling units are not subject to approval of a design permit; 
 
f. Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does 

not include a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, 
subject to the provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling 
units are not subject to approval of a design permit. 

 
Section 15. Section 24.10.1210 of Chapter 24.10 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding Principal Permitted Uses for the P-A Professional and Administrative Office District is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
24.10.1210 PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES. 
 
1. The following uses are allowed outright if a design permit is obtained for new structures 

(numerical references at the end of these categories reflect the general use classifications listed 
in the city’s land use codes. Further refinement of uses within these categories can be found in 
the land use codes, but they are not intended to be an exhaustive list of potential uses): 

 
Uses for Active Frontage. 

a. Financial, insurance, real estate offices (420); 
 
b. Financial services (320); 
 
c. Professional offices (400); 
 
d. Professional/personal services (except contractors’ yards and mortuaries) (310); 
 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16


ORDINANCE NO. 2024-24 

18 

e. Medical/health offices (except veterinarians, medical marijuana provider association 
dispensaries, as defined in Section 24.22.539, ambulance services and emergency 
medical clinics open earlier than 7:00 a.m. and later than 9:00 p.m.) (410); 

 
f. Museums and art galleries (600); 

 
Residential Uses. 

g. Accessory dwelling units on parcels with an approved residential use, subject to the 
provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except accessory dwelling units are not subject to 
approval of a design permit; 

 
h. Duplexes together with an allowed commercial use (820); 
 

Junior accessory dwelling units on a parcel with an approved residential use that does not include 
a building containing two or more units other than accessory dwelling units, subject to the 
provisions of Chapter 24.16, Part 2, except junior accessory dwelling units are not subject to 
approval of a design permit. 

 
j. Multiple dwellings and condominiums, together with an allowed commercial use and 

subject to minimum land area requirements of R-M District (830); 
 
k. One to two units above ground floor office use with no additional parking required 

(810); 
 
l. Small and large family daycare homes in residential units; 

 
Commercial Uses. 

m. Off-site parking fewer than five spaces (930); 
 
n. Wireless telecommunications facilities, subject to the regulations in Part 15 of Chapter 

24.12 requiring no public hearing. 
 

Section 16. Section 24.12.240 of Chapter 24.12 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 
regarding Bike Parking Requirements is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
24.12.240 NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED. 

 
1. Where the computation of required parking spaces produces a fractional result, fractions of 

one-half or greater shall require one full parking space. 
 

Use Spaces Required 
Automobile or machinery sales and service garages 1 for each 400 square feet of 

floor area 

Banks without automatic teller machines 1 for each 400 square feet of 
floor area 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/#!/SantaCruz24/SantaCruz2416.html#24.16
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Use Spaces Required 
Banks with automatic teller machines 1 for each 400 square feet of 

floor area; plus 1.5 for each 
machine 

Business and professional offices, excluding medical 
and dental offices 

1 for each 300 square feet of 
floor area 

Billiard parlors 1.5 for each table 

Community care residential facilities, including, but not 
limited to: assisted living facilities, children’s homes, 
congregate care homes, nursing homes, residential 
treatment facilities 

1 for every 5 guests, plus 1 for 
each employee on the shift with 
the maximum number of 
personnel 

Houses of worship 1 for each 3.5 seats in the 
sanctuary 

Dance halls and assembly halls without fixed seats, 
exhibition halls, except assembly rooms in conjunction 
with auditoriums 

1 for each 3 persons of design 
occupancy load 

Family daycare and foster family homes 1 for every 5 guests, plus 1 for 
the resident owner or manager 

Funeral homes, mortuaries 1 for each 5 seats of the 
aggregate number of seats 
provided in all assembly rooms 

Furniture and appliance stores, household equipment 1 for each 800 square feet of 
sales floor area 

Hospitals 1 for each bed, plus 1 for each 
employee on the shift with the 
maximum number of personnel 

Hotels, motels 1 for each unit intended for 
separate occupancy, plus 1 for the 
resident owner or manager 

Manufacturing plants, bottling plants, processing plants, 
packaging plants, furniture repair 

1 for each 500 square feet of 
floor area 

Medical and dental clinics and offices 1 for each 200 square feet of 
floor area 

Medical (or convalescent) hospitals 1 for each 5 beds, plus 1 for each 
employee on the shift with the 
maximum number of personnel 

Physical fitness facilities 1 space for each 250 square feet 
of floor area 



ORDINANCE NO. 2024-24 

20 

Use Spaces Required 
Physical fitness facilities with more than 15,000 square 
feet of floor area shall provide an additional 10 percent 
of the total number of required parking spaces. 

Physical therapy 1 space per 200 square feet of 
floor area. In addition, 1 space 
per 50 square feet of pool (water) 
area 

Residential Uses 

  Number of Bedrooms 

Type Efficiency 1 2+ 

Single-family (including 
townhouses), houseboat, duplex, 
triplex, multiple mobilehomes, 
community housing projects, 
other multifamily dwelling units 

1.0 1.0 2.0 

Community housing projects, 
townhouses, and multifamily 
projects of 5 units or more 

In addition to meeting above residential parking 
requirements, guest parking spaces shall be provided at a 
rate 10% of the above standards. Fractional spaces will 
be rounded up to the next whole number. 

Lodging, rooming houses and 
bed-and-breakfast inns 

2 spaces, plus 1 for each bedroom that is rented 

Residence halls, dormitories 0.75 space for each guest or occupant 

Senior housing development 1 for each 3 dwelling units or rooms intended for 
separate occupancy, plus an area of land equal to the 
required off-street parking for multifamily units, not 
including required open space, which could be converted 
to parking should the retirement center change to a 
multifamily residential use 

Flexible density unit (FDU) 1 space for each dwelling unit 

Single-room occupancy dwelling 
unit, less than 300 square feet 

0.75 for each dwelling unit 

Single-room occupancy dwelling 
unit, 300 square feet or more 

1 for each dwelling unit 

Accessory dwelling unit The parking standards for accessory dwelling 
units are as follows (these standards do not affect the 
amount of required parking for the primary residence): 
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Outside the Coastal Zone, no off-street parking 
shall be required for an ADU and spaces removed to 
accommodate an ADU will not require replacement. 

On parcels located inside the Coastal Zone and 
within the designated areas shown in the LCP Figure 
“ADU Parking Required” (which follows this table), at 
least 1 off-street parking space shall be required for each 
ADU, and all off-street parking requirements associated 
with all other residential uses at the site shall be met on 
site, including replacement parking spaces if any are 
removed to accommodate an ADU. 

On parcels located inside the Coastal Zone but 
not within the designated areas shown in LCP Figure 
“ADU Parking Required” (which follows this table), 0 
parking spaces shall be required for each ADU. When a 
garage, carport, or covered parking structure is 
demolished in conjunction with the construction of an 
accessory dwelling unit or converted to an accessory 
dwelling unit, those off-street parking spaces are not 
required to be replaced. If other parking areas on a site 
(e.g., a driveway or other nonstructural parking area) are 
removed to provide for an ADU, off-street replacement 
parking spaces shall be required for the primary (non-
ADU) residential use. 

Junior accessory dwelling units 0 parking spaces are required for each junior 
accessory dwelling unit. All off-street parking 
requirements associated with all other residential uses at 
the site shall be met on site, including replacement 
parking spaces if any are removed to accommodate a 
junior accessory dwelling unit. 

Use Spaces Required 
Restaurants and other 
establishments selling food and 
beverages on the premises 
(including bars and nightclubs 
without live entertainment) 

1 for each 120 square feet of floor area 

Restaurants with counter and/or 
take-out service or drive-in 
facilities 

1 for each 120 square feet of floor area, plus 1 for each 50 
square feet of floor area devoted to counter/take-out 
service 

Research and development 
facilities 

1 for each 325 square feet of floor area, or 1 for every 2 
employees (maximum shift), whichever is greater 

Retail stores, shops, service 
establishments, including 

1 for each 250 square feet of floor area 
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Use Spaces Required 
shopping centers other than 
furniture and appliance stores 

Schools:   
• Elementary and junior high 1 for each employee 
• High schools 1 for each employee, plus 1 for each 10 students 

Colleges (business, beauty, etc.) 
and universities 

1 for each employee, plus 1 for each 3 students 

Self-service laundry and dry 
cleaning establishments 

1 for each 200 square feet of floor area 

Service stations 3 for each lubrication or service bay, plus 1 for each 
employee on the day shift 

Sports arenas, auditoriums, 
assembly halls, and meeting 
rooms 

1 for each 3.5 seats of maximum seating capacity 

Theaters 1 for each 3.5 seats for the first 350 seats; plus 1 for each 
5 additional seats 

Tutoring facilities 1 for each 250 square feet of floor area 

Wholesale establishments, 
warehouses, service and 
maintenance center, 
communications equipment 
buildings 

1 for each 1,000 square feet of floor area 

Recycling collection facilities   
• Independent 2 spaces 
• In conjunction with other uses 
that provide required parking 

0 spaces 

Unspecified uses of buildings, 
structures, or premises 

Where the parking requirement for a particular use is not 
specifically established in this section, the parking 
requirements for each use shall be determined by the 
zoning administrator, and such determination shall be 
based upon the requirements for similar uses. Public uses 
not specifically established in this section shall meet the 
parking requirement as established by the planning 
commission. The planning commission shall take into 
account the proposed use and parking availability in the 
vicinity of the use. 
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Use Spaces Required 
Uses in Parking District No. 1 
(Downtown) 

Parking shall be provided in conformance with the 
resolution of the city council for this district in effect at 
the time of submittal of a complete application. 

 
 

2. Covered Parking. All residential development has the option of including covered or enclosed 
parking, consistent with other zoning standards. No covered or enclosed parking is required 
for any residential or mixed-use housing unit. 

 
3. Unbundled Parking. All residential development has the option to rent or sell off-street parking 

spaces separately from the rental or purchase of dwelling units for the life of the dwelling units, 
such that potential renters or buyers shall have the option of renting or buying a dwelling unit 
at a price lower than would be the case if there were a single price for both the dwelling unit 
and the parking space(s). Unbundled parking will qualify for a reduced parking requirement 
when executed in conformance with the requirements of Section 24.12.290(3)(e). 

 
4. The following exceptions may be granted for specific types of residential projects: 

 
a. Exceptions to parking requirements may be granted to publicly subsidized housing 

units, affordable housing projects, and projects for special needs or senior tenants where 
such requirements are in conflict with state or federal regulations or funding policies. 
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b. SRO parking requirements may be reduced by one-quarter space for each dwelling unit 

if the project is either located: 
 

(1) Within one-quarter mile or one thousand three hundred twenty feet of an 
alternative parking facility and spaces are available and can be committed to 
residents; or 

 
(2) Within one-quarter mile or one thousand three hundred twenty feet of access to 

public transportation such as a bus stop. 
 
c. Parking requirements for mixed-use developments in the I-G District, as permitted 

under Section 24.10.1510(2)(k)(3), may be reduced by a maximum of four-tenths space 
for each dwelling unit as a part of an on-site shared parking plan. 

 
d. In addition to the allowances afforded through accessory dwelling unit regulations in 

Part 2 of Chapter 24.16, existing covered parking may be converted into additional 
units if all the requirements for the underlying zoning district can be met and 
replacement parking can be provided that meets the other parking requirements herein. 

 
5. No more than forty percent of the front setback of a residential property developed with up to 

four dwelling units (excluding any ADUs or Jr. ADUs) shall be utilized or developed for 
parking. No portion of the front setback of a residential property developed with more than 
four dwelling units (excluding any ADUs or Jr. ADUs) shall be utilized or developed for 
parking (See also Section 24.12.185(6)). No more than fifty percent of the front setback of a 
residential property may be paved or covered with any impervious surface. 

 
Section 17. Section 24.12.250 of Chapter 24.12 of the Santa Cruz Municipal Code 

regarding Bike Parking Requirements is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
24.12.250 BIKE PARKING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
1. Bicycle parking facilities shall be provided for any new building, addition or enlargement of 

an existing building, or for any change in the occupancy. 
 
2. Bike Spaces and Type Required. Bicycle parking facilities’ quantity and type shall be provided 

in accordance with the following schedule, with fractional quantity requirements for bike 
parking over one-half to be rounded up. Each bicycle parking space shall be no less than six 
feet long by two feet wide and shall have a bicycle rack system in compliance with the bike 
rack classifications listed in subsection (4). 

  

  Example 
Number of 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces Required 

Classification 
Class 1 = Long-Term 
Class 2 = Short-Term 

Industrial Warehousing, 
manufacturing 

1 per 7,500 
square feet, 

80% Class 1 
20% Class 2 
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  Example 
Number of 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces Required 

Classification 
Class 1 = Long-Term 
Class 2 = Short-Term 

minimum 2 
spaces 

Office and financial 
institutions 

General office, 
medical, clinic, 
research and 
development, banks 

1 per 1,500 
square feet, 
minimum 2 
spaces 

20% Class 1 
80% Class 2 

Retail/service or 
other commercial 

Grocery store, 
hardware store, 
personal services, 
handicraft 

1 per 1,000 
square feet, 
minimum 2 
spaces 

20% Class 1 
80% Class 2 

Restaurant/bar Restaurant, deli, 
coffee shop, 
bar/tasting rooms 

1 per 500 square 
feet, minimum 2 
spaces 

20% Class 1 
80% Class 2 

Multifamily 
residential 
(3 or more units) 

Housing 
developments with 3 
or more units 

See classification 
column 

Class 1 – 1 space per unit – 
garages or secure accessible 
indoor areas count 
Class 2 – 1 space per 4 units, 
minimum 2 spaces 

Commercial 
recreation 

Sports arenas, 
theaters 

See classification 
column 

Class 1 – 1 per 10,000 
square feet 
Class 2 – 1 per 40 seats, 
minimum 10 

Civic uses (civic, 
cultural, public, and 
religious assembly) 

Library or museum, 
places of public or 
religious assembly 

1 per 1,000 
square feet 

10% Class 1 
90% Class 2 

Schools   1 per 5 students 20% Class 1 
80% Class 2* 
*Must be in secure area such 
as bike cage or within gated 
school grounds, preferably 
with weather protection such 
as roof 

Park-and-ride lots   1 per 10 auto 
parking spaces, 
minimum 2 
spaces 

100% Class 1 

Transit centers   See classification 
column 

30 Class 1 spaces 
12 Class 2 spaces 
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  Example 
Number of 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces Required 

Classification 
Class 1 = Long-Term 
Class 2 = Short-Term 

Lodging Hotel, motel 1 per 5 
rooms/units 

10% Class 1 
90% Class 2 

Commercial parking   1 per 10 auto 
parking spaces 

100% Class 1 

Parking District No. 
1 – Residential uses 

Multifamily housing See classification 
column 

1 Class 1 bicycle parking 
space per unit 
1 Class 2 bicycle parking 
space per 15 units 

Parking District No. 
1 – Nonresidential 
uses 

Any nonresidential 
uses in district 
 

  

1 per 1,000 
square feet 

25% Class 1 
75% Class 2 
The Class 2 spaces shall be 
publicly accessible, and the 
style shall be inverted U. 

Emergency shelters See Section 
24.12.1610 

1 per 3 occupants 25% Class 1 
75% Class 2 
The Class 2 spaces shall be 
publicly accessible, and the 
style shall be inverted U. 

 
3. For projects requiring twenty or more bike parking spaces, a bike fix-it station is required. A 

fix-it station shall include at a minimum a bicycle pump; 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 mm Allen 
wrenches; 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, and 32 mm box wrenches; two tire levers; and a Phillips and flat 
head screwdriver. For projects requiring twenty or more bicycle parking spaces, a minimum of 
five percent of required bicycle parking spaces must have a larger footprint of three feet by ten 
feet, which must be provided in a horizontal, floor level rack. These spaces will be available 
for larger bicycles such as e-bikes, cargo bikes, bikes with trailers, and other larger bicycles. 

 
4. Classification of Facilities. 

 
a. “Class 1 bicycle facility” means a locker, individually locked enclosure or supervised 

area within a building providing protection for each bicycle therein from theft, 
vandalism and weather. Class 1 facilities are intended for long-term storage. 

 
b. “Class 2 bicycle facility” means a stand or other device constructed so as to enable the 

user to secure by locking the frame and one wheel of each bicycle parked therein. Racks 
must provide two points of contact to bicycle frames, so that they are easily usable with 
both U-locks and cable locks. Racks should support the bikes in a stable upright 
position so that a bike, if bumped, will not fall or roll down. The preferred Class 2 bike 
rack style is an inverted U, which meets code requirements. Racks that support a bike 
primarily by a wheel, such as standard “wire racks,” are damaging to wheels and thus 
are not acceptable. Class 2 facilities are intended for short-term storage. 



ORDINANCE NO. 2024-24 

27 

 
5. Location and Design of Facilities. 

 
a. Bicycle parking shall be located in well-lit locations within forty feet of the building’s 

entrance and clustered in lots not to exceed sixteen spaces each. 
 
b. Bicycle parking facilities shall provide two points of contact to bicycle frames to 

support bicycles in a stable position without damage to wheels, frame or other 
components. 

 
c. Bicycle parking facilities shall be located in highly visible, well-lit areas to minimize 

theft and vandalism. 
 
d. Bicycle parking facilities shall be securely anchored to the lot surface so they cannot 

be easily removed and shall be of sufficient strength to resist vandalism and theft. 
 
e. Bicycle parking facilities shall not impede pedestrian or vehicular circulation, and 

should be harmonious with their environment both in color and design. Parking 
facilities should be incorporated whenever possible into building design or street 
furniture. 

 
f. Racks must not be placed close enough to a wall or other obstruction so as to make use 

difficult. There must be sufficient space (at least twenty-four inches) beside each parked 
bike that allows access. This access may be shared by adjacent bicycles. An aisle or 
other space shall be provided to bicycles to enter and leave the facility. This aisle shall 
have a width of at least six feet to the front or rear of a bike parked in the facility. 

 
g. Paving is not required, but the outside ground surface shall be finished or planted in a 

way that avoids mud and dust. 
 
h. Bike parking facilities within auto parking areas shall be separated by a physical barrier 

to protect bicycles from damage by cars, such as curbs, wheel stops, poles or other 
similar features. 

 
i. Any bicycle parking provided in double-decker bicycle racks shall have a lift-assist 

mechanism to aid the user in parking their bicycle on the upper rack. 
 
j. If vertical wall hanging bicycle racks are used for Class 2 bicycle parking, thirty percent 

of required Class 2 bicycle parking must be provided in racks that meet Class 2 
requirements in subsection (4)(b) at ground level. 

 
k. If required Class 2 bicycle parking is not clearly visible to bicyclists approaching from 

adjacent public roadways or paths, signs shall indicate the locations of the facilities on 
the exterior of the building at each major entrance and in other appropriate locations. 
Where necessary, additional directional signage to the bicycle parking area shall be 
provided. 
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6. Variation to Requirements. 

 
a. Substitution of Car Parking With Bike Parking. New and preexisting developments 

may reduce up to ten percent of their parking requirement with the provision of 
unrequired additional bike parking, as long as the spaces are conveniently located 
within forty feet of a building entrance. This parking reduction must yield at least six 
bike parking spaces per converted auto space. These bike parking spaces shall be in 
addition to the bike parking facilities required by this section, and provided in the same 
ratio of Class 1 and Class 2. The total available parking reduction granted shall be 
calculated in conformance with the city parking reduction worksheet in effect at the 
time a complete planning application is submitted. 

 
b. Where the provision of bike parking is not feasible, the requirements may be waived 

or reduced to a feasible level by the zoning administrator in accordance with city bike 
parking standards. 

 
c. Downtown Parking District – All Nonresidential Uses. Businesses and developments 

within Parking District No. 1 are not required to provide Class 2 bicycle parking on site 
if adequate on-site space is not available, as determined by the planning director. The 
city shall permit required bicycle parking within the public right-of-way for the 
downtown parking district area in locations and amounts determined by the director of 
public works. 

 
Section 18. The City Council finds and determines that the adoption of this ordinance is 

considered a “project” under California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15378(a)(1) of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, typically subject to environmental 
review. The City Council finds that these amendments fall within the analyzed development 
potential in the City’s existing 2030 General Plan EIR using the existing zoning and General Plan 
and, therefore, pursuant to Section 15183 of the CEQA Guidelines, no further environmental 
review under CEQA is required. 

 
Section 19. If any section or portion of this ordinance is found to be invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such finding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the ordinance, 
which shall continue in full force and effect. 
 

Section 20. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force thirty (30) days after final 
adoption outside of the Coastal Zone. Within the Coastal Zone, this ordinance shall take effect and 
be in full force after approval by the California Coastal Commission, but no earlier than thirty (30) 
days after final adoption. 
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PASSED FOR PUBLICATION this 10th day of December 2024, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Councilmembers Newsome, Brunner, Kalantari-Johnson; Vice Mayor 

Golder; Mayor Keeley. 
 
NOES: Councilmember Brown. 
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Watkins. 
 
DISQUALIFIED: None. 
 

APPROVED: ______________________________ 
Fred Keeley, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 

Bonnie Bush, City Clerk Administrator 
 
 

PASSED FOR FINAL ADOPTION this 14th day of January 2025 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
DISQUALIFIED:  
 

APPROVED: ______________________________ 
Fred Keeley, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 

Bonnie Bush, City Clerk Administrator 
 
This is to certify that the above and 
foregoing document is the original 
of Ordinance No. 2024-24 and that 
it has been published or posted in 
accordance with the Charter of the 
City of Santa Cruz. 
 
 
________________________________ 
Bonnie Bush, City Clerk Administrator 
 


